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Letter of Transmittal

July 2003

Her Honour
The Honourable Dr. Lynda M. Haverstock
Lieutenant Governor of the Province of Saskatchewan
May it Please Your Honour:
I have the pleasure to transmit to your Honour the Annual Report of the Public Guardian and
Trustee of Saskatchewan for the year ending March 31, 2003.
I am pleased to report that the financial statements for the above fiscal year have now been
finalized and audited.
The staff of the public guardian and trustee are to be commended for their hard work and
commitment to their clients.
Respectfully submitted,

The Honourable Eric Cline, Q.C.
Minister of Justice and Attorney General
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Letter of Transmittal

July 2003

The Honourable Eric Cline, Q.C.
Minister of Justice and Attorney General
Dear Sir:
I have the pleasure to submit for your consideration the Annual Report of the Public Guardian
and Trustee of Saskatchewan for the year ending March 31, 2003.
The Office has made major progress in a number of areas. I refer you to the goals and the
accomplished results reported in this report.
Respectfully submitted,

Ronald J. Kruzeniski, Q.C.
Public Guardian & Trustee
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Mandate of the Public Guardian and Trustee

The mandate of the Office is to protect vulnerable persons. The primary functions of the
Office are:
•

administering the property and finances of adults who are incapable of managing their
financial affairs;

•

protecting property rights of children under 18;

•

administering the affairs of deceased persons; and

•

holding and administering unclaimed property.
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2002-2003 Objectives
•

Take a leadership role in reviewing The Escheats Act, (Unclaimed Assets Act) and consider
expanding its provision to the concept of an Unclaimed Property Act.

•

Propose, promote and participate in the development of a Personal Directives Act.

•

Complete the development and implementation of Guardian Version 5.0.

•

Introduce a Government on-line (GOL) project to provide authorized clients or client
representatives’ Internet access to their financial information.

•

Propose a program for the investigation of financial abuse for implementation when financial
resources permit.

•

Propose a program for personal guardianship for implementation when financial resources
permit.

•

Implement the provisions of The Public Trustee Amendment Act, 2001.

•

Implement the new Powers of Attorney Act as it affects the public guardian and trustee.

5

2002-2003 Information
As of March 31, 2003, the public guardian and trustee provided services to:
Adults

1,392

Adults where the Office may monitor

1,306

Children for whom we hold funds

2,255

Children whose property rights we monitor

1,688

Estates of deceased persons

688
Total 7,312

•

As of March 31, 2003, the Office held assets in trust for clients in the amount of
approximately $123 million.

•

The annualized rate of return realized for clients with money in the common fund was:
-

for the six months ended September 30, 2002, an annualized average rate of
4.31% per cent.

-

for the six months ended March 31, 2003 an annualized average rate of 3.61% per
cent.
The 5-year average rate of return is 10.45 per cent.
The 10-year average rate of return is 10.67 per cent.
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2002-2003 Activities and Results
•

It was determined it was not necessary to amend The Escheats Act and by an Order In
Council the public guardian and trustee was authorized to hold money for persons whose
whereabouts is unknown. The demographics of this province and the fact that we live longer
would suggest that there may be more and more funds held by institutions and individuals
which cannot be paid because the location or existence of the person is unknown. Over time
this will be an increasing pressure on the Office.

•

Work has begun in the spring of 2003 to develop a Personal Powers of Attorney Act. The
Powers of Attorney Act deals with financial matters. The Personal Powers of Attorney Act
would allow individuals to name someone to look after their personal, residential and
medical matters when they became incapable of doing it themselves. It is hoped that the
committee working on this Act would have legislation before the Legislative Assembly in the
spring of 2004.

•

The office's computer system (Guardian) version 5.0 and 5.1 were implemented and provided
improved functionality. Except for some work needed in the spring and summer of 2003, the
Guardian system has reached a position where less work will have to be done in the future.

•

Guardian Online was developed and tested with plans for implementation for staff in the
spring of 2003, and later implementation for authorized clients or client representatives. This
will allow parents of children, beneficiaries of estates, personal guardians and service
providers to view information. Because this is confidential information there are several
levels of security and authorized users will be required to obtain a “user identification” and a
“password” to obtain access. The privacy provisions of The Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act have to be respected.

•

A program of investigation of financial abuse has been proposed but no financial resources
have been allocated.

•

A program of personal guardianship has been proposed but no financial resources have been
allocated.

•

The provisions of The Public Guardian and Trustee Act, 2001, were proclaimed May 17th
2002 (except for sections 18 and 19, which deal with personal guardianship and investigation
of financial abuse). The proclaimed provisions have been implemented and incorporated into
the Office’s practices and procedures.

•

The Powers of Attorney Act and Regulations were made effective April 1, 2003, and
provisions of that Act that impact the public guardian and trustee will be implemented in
2003. Information regarding this Act is on the Office’s web site.
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2003-2004 Objectives
•

Propose implementation of a program of public personal guardianship for April 1, 2004, and
request resources to fund the program and proclamation of section 18 of The Public Trustee
Amendment Act, 2001.

•

Obtain the resources to fund a program of investigation of financial abuse of vulnerable
persons and proclamation of section 19 of The Public Trustee Amendment Act, 2001.

•

Propose and promote amendments to The Children’s Law Act regarding guardianship of
children, which Act it is hoped will be introduced in the spring of 2004.

•

Implement The Powers of Attorney Act and Regulations as it pertains to the public guardian
and trustee.

•

Participate in a review of The Trustee Act.

•

Participate in a process to update The Administration of Estates Act and consolidate The
Crown Administration of Estates Act, The Devolution of Real Property Act and The Absentee
Act and it is hoped that legislation would be before the Legislative Assembly in the spring of
2004.

•

Propose, promote and participate in the development of The Personal Powers of Attorney
Act, which Act it is hoped will be before the Legislative Assembly in the spring of 2004.
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Acknowledgment
The public guardian and trustee acknowledges and thanks the many staff members who have
continued to provide courteous, effective and efficient service to clients. Without their expertise
and commitment we would not have been able to attain our many goals for the 2002-2003 fiscal
year.
Financial Statements
The financial statements on the following pages provide an account of the financial activities of
the Public Guardian and Trustee of Saskatchewan for the year ended March 31, 2003.
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